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Junction City Animal Shelter Foster Home Guidebook




Basic and Important INFO

Congratulations and THANK YOU for opening your home to fostering for Junction City Animal Shelter! This is your guide on what to do to ensure they receive the proper care! On this page, you will find all the important phone numbers, FAQ’S for a quick reference guide. 
Emergency phone numbers: 
1. Vanessa G.- Director of Junction City Animal Shelter: 785-530-9947 (Can received texts-NON-EMERGENT ONLY). 
2. JCPD DISPATCH/ANIMAL CONTROL: 785-762-5912 (Press 0 after hours when you hear recording. 
3. During normal business hours: 785-238-1359 for the animal shelter. 
Veterinarian for Junction City Animal Shelter
1. Town and Country Veterinary Hospital- 785-762-3901. THIS IS ONLY TO BE USED AFTER ANIMAL SHELTER APPROVAL. Dr. Shamburg, Dr. Josh Haynes, Doc Haynes. 
2. KSTATE AFTER HOURS EMERGENCY- This is if Town and Country Vet are not able to treat or are not responding in an emergency. Junction City Animal Shelter staff will transport animals to KSTATE ONLY. 
What does the animal shelter provide for fosters? 
1. Food- We use IAMS and will give you food as it is needed for fostering.
2. Vet Care- we pay 100% of vet care while fostering one of our animals.
3. Supplies- we provide toys, treats, beds, crates, cat litter, KMR, etc. ALL items needed will be supplied by our shelter. 
4. Instructions for specific cases, general instructions/rules for fostering. 

Can I train my foster pet during their stay? 
· Yes! We recommend reaching out to Common Scents Dog Training after approval from our shelter to ensure we are keeping all our dogs on the same training regimen. No other type of training will be permitted. 

What happens if my foster pet bites or scratches someone? 
· Call us IMMEDIATELY and the bite will need to be reported to law enforcement. Your foster pet will have to come back to the shelter to complete a 10-day quarantine. Scratches from claws/paws do NOT have to quarantine. Clean properly and monitor for infection. Seek medical care if warranted by the wound.



Feeding and Care

Neonate Puppies: Puppies are unable to eat soft or solid food until at least 3 weeks of age as this is when their teeth come in. Until at least this time, neonate puppies need to be bottle-fed formula every 2-4 hours, depending on age and size. At or around 3 weeks of age, when teeth are felt to be coming in, the caregiver may start to transition from formula to gruel. Once successfully transitioned to gruel, neonate puppies are considered weaned. Every puppy is an individual and will wean on a different schedule. 

- Weaned Puppies: Once puppies have begun eating gruel as their sole form of food, they should be fed 3-4 times a day. Thicken gruel gradually. Introduce dry food and water at this time as well. By 6 weeks old, puppies should be eating dry food well. Feed puppies of this age at least 3 meals daily. When fostering multiple puppies, it is a good idea to offer multiple food and water bowls in their pen or room. House training should start at 4 weeks old. Once puppies are 8 weeks old, in good condition, and healthy, our shelter can get them on the list to be spayed/neutered and on the adoption floor as space allows. 

- Mother dogs and puppies: Nursing mother dogs should be fed a high quality (IAMS PUPPY)  and appropriate amount of puppy food throughout the duration of her time lactating. She will also require access to plenty of water at all times. As with puppies, each mother is very different and will need to be cared for accordingly. When babies are under 4 weeks old, if the mother will allow, be sure to observe the puppies nursing to ensure she is allowing them to nurse and they are latching during this time. Activity and consistent crying from the babies may indicate a problem with the mother’s milk flow, quality, or availability. Healthy puppies being raised by a mother dog seldom cry. Around 3 weeks, mom will begin spending more time out of her nest as the puppies begin to move around more. This is a good time to introduce gruel to the puppies. By 5 weeks old, the mother dog is unable to supply her puppies with the total nutrient intake they require. You will want to ensure the puppies are still gaining weight by keeping a record of their weight. It is also important to make sure the puppies have access to fresh water in a low, stable bowl. Please notify us when puppies start to ween as we can plan ahead. 

 - Adult dogs: When your foster dog arrives at your home, they will need to be kept in a single room or crate when you are at work or away from your home. Fosters should NEVER be left unattended in the presence of resident pets. Try not to overwhelm your foster dog with too much in the first few days. Keep the visitors to a minimum and give the dog time to adjust to you before meeting everyone you know. Take any introductions to resident pets in the home very slowly, even if a dog intro was already completed at the Junction City Animal Shelter. As a general rule, children under 12 years of age should not be left alone and unsupervised with a dog. The amount fed will be determined by the age and size of your foster dog. Unless directed differently by the Junction City Animal Shelter, adult dogs should be fed twice daily. Fresh water should be available at all times. The Junction City Animal Shelter can never guarantee that a dog is house trained, however we do have resources available to assist while you work through this with your foster pet. 



Common Diseases and Ailments

1. Diarrhea: If your foster pet is exhibiting Diarrhea that lasts more than 3-4 feedings, please reach out to our shelter. We will typically ask for a stool sample to be tested to rule out any parasites. We can provide a stool sample cup, or you can collect it in a Ziploc bag and bring to the shelter. 
2. Ringworm: Ringworm is a fungus that affects the skin. This is zoonotic, which means it can transfer to other animals and humans. As this is superficial, this is not an emergency, however, if you see any missing hair appearing on your foster pet, contact our shelter immediately. We will start treatment ASAP and advise on how to “quarantine” your foster pet. 
3. Kennel Cough: Kennel cough is an extremely contagious respiratory disease that is often seen in animal shelters. It is only transmissible between canines. Dogs with kennel cough typically cough or sneeze and on occasion, have nasal/eye discharge. Kennel cough will require medication if discharge starts to form around eyes or nose. 
4. Vomiting: If your foster pet has vomited 2-3 times in a row or lasts longer than a day, please reach out to us immediately to ensure we can get an appointment set! 
5. Fleas: All Junction City Animal Shelter pets are checked for fleas at the shelter and treated immediately and given monthly prevention. If your foster pet gets fleas while in your home, please contact us and we can get medication your way.
6. Parvo: Parvo is a highly contagious viral disease that affects canines- typically juveniles, but can be prevalent in specific breeds, even as adults and fully vaccinated. Symptoms to look for are lethargy, vomiting, bloody diarrhea, weight loss, dehydration, and depression. If any of these symptoms arise, please call is IMMEDIATELY. 
7. Fading Kitten Syndrome: Often, we see orphaned kittens that come in with URI symptoms or are lethargic. We do everything we can to treat accordingly. If you have a foster kitten and they are lethargic, call immediately. If they start to have labored breathing, please call immediately. 


If you feel your foster pet needs immediate medical care, call our shelter number during business hours or the Director’s number after hours.


	 

	


Commonly Asked Questions: 

1. What if my foster goes missing?
a. Immediately call the Junction City Animal Shelter and report them as missing. All foster dogs will have a tag on their collar with our information listed to ensure we can make a quick return. 
2. What if my foster gets sick? 
a. Report illness to the Junction City Animal Shelter and we can assess the situation and treat when and if needed. 
3. Are foster animals ever euthanized? 
a. SO much energy, love, time and veterinary care is devoted to foster pets and we are committed to finding homes for ALL animals that come into our care. Foster homes can feel confident that we will not euthanize any animal unless it becomes severely ill or injured and is suffering or there is a concerning behavior that is a danger to themselves or the public. We will ensure to be honest and open with communication when these circumstances occur. 
4. What if I change my mind on fostering WHILE fostering?
a. That is okay!  Sometimes, our shelter may ask to have you hold onto them for a few days while we can make arrangements for them to come back to our shelter. We would rather you and our pets be happy with their set up! 
5. What are the time requirements for a foster home? 
a. Foster homes are required to bring them to the shelter when boosters are due, treatment is needed, etc. We can work with your schedule to ensure you are able to make these dates! Fosters will be responsible for setting pre-approved vet appointments up with Town and Country Vet if a vet visit is warranted. 
b. Fosters are also asked to ensure they make time to give their foster pet proper care and enrichment each day. 
6. Can my foster come with me out of state? 
a. They are unable to go out of state as they need a Health Certificate. We do not advise traveling with foster pets, however, if it is within state lines, we can go case by case depending on the circumstances for fostering. 
7. Can my foster dog go to the dog park with me or be introduced to pets that do not reside in my home? 
a. They cannot attend the Dog Park or be introduced to other pets that they weren’t already pre-approved with. This is for safety and disease prevention purposes. 
8. What would cause my foster pet to be taken back? 
a. Junction City Animal Shelter does not tolerate animal abuse, neglect, hitting, punishing animals, or foster parents speaking rudely or berating Junction City Animal Shelter Staff. We have the right to have our animal returned at any time due to these circumstances. We love our foster partners and want to ensure we have a great working relationship for the betterment of our pet! 
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